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KOVF BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, 23RD FEBRUARY 2016 

CARMELITA CENTRE 
6.30PM 

 
 

Summary 23 February 2016 
6.30pm KOVF Public Meeting, Carmelita Centre 

 
1. Apologies and introduction from Chair  
Apologies: 
Cllr Simpson 
KOVF Board members: Byron Green  
 
Attendance: 
A list of those registered at the meeting is given at Annex A.  
 
The Chair welcomed the assembly and ran through the format of the evening.  There were 
two items on the agenda: the workshop session, ‘Who’s being left out?’ and a two 
presentations on the Housing Bill. 
 
The Chair thanked her team of volunteers on the Board, particularly Andrea Hofling who 
had organised publicity in the form of posters and a leaflet drop to 5,000 households. 
 
SESSION 1 – ‘Who’s being left out?’ workshop 
 
Reverend Fraser Dyer introduced the session.  Attendees sat in groups of between 5 – 7 
people and discussed first ‘what existing groups/services/projects currently exist in this 
area for people in need’ before each group’s findings were collated onto flipchart notes.  
Next, each group addressed the question ‘what gaps in services/groups/projects do you 
think currently exist?  Who is not being supported?’  A collation exercise was then carried 
out, the results captured again on a flipchart.  The text of each table’s answer to both 
these questions, and the summaries which were collated on flipchart pages, are given in 
Annex B. 
 
The single over-riding conclusion was that while there were a number of agencies 
available to help, it was crucial that knowledge of their existence was better broadcast to 
reach those in need: there was a perceived lack off awareness among many potential 
beneficiaries.  Young men (18-30), the elderly and those with complex, low-level and long-
term health and unemployment issues were identified as being groups particularly at risk 
of falling through the gaps in existing provision. 
 
SESSION 2 – Housing Bill 
Following a Tea Break, Helen Monger resumed the Chair. 
 
Presenters were:  

• Cllr David Amos, Lambeth Council 
• Ron Hollis, London Tenants’ Federation 

 
Presentations from both speakers are available at Annex C and Annex D. 
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Both speakers gave presentations, which explained their understanding of the terms and 
implications of the Housing Bill.  Perhaps most saliently, both explained how Right To Buy 
put a financial burden on the taxpayer, who ultimately subsidised the scheme, and 
removed properties from the stock available for social housing. 
 
There were numerous questions and speeches from the floor not all of which could be 
captured.  The Chair intervened on several occasions stressing that KOV was an apolitical 
organisation.  She explained that as this was a Bill going through Parliament at present 
and there were clear political divides, she could not accept either conjecture or party 
political statements.  Here is a selection of some of the questions and answers received. 
 
Q1 (Helen Monger).  “Define social housing” 
A: (Ron Hollis) “Council rent level homes” 
 
Q1 (Ethne) “Can you re-designate land to save it from being designated as brownfield?” 
A: (Cllr Amos) “I don’t know” 
 
Q2 (Charlie Holland) “High value is primarily about land worth.  Could the Council transfer 
its assets into a charitable holding to protect them from sale and/or separate the land from 
the building standing on it if it does sell?” 
A: (Cllr Amos) “I think the process is unclear.  We’re lobbying, but it’s smothered with 
amendments.  Homes for Lambeth may be able ring-fence properties which were excluded 
from Right To Buy, but that could then be scuppered by later legislation. 
 
Q3 (??) “What is the problem with the five-year tenancies?” 
A: (Ron Hollis) “The problem with the new five-year tenancies is that the government of the 
day will just be able to work out how much revenue they want to raise and set the ‘high 
value property’ ceiling to make sure it can secure the necessary amount”. 
 
Q4 (?) “I am trying to get a list of contacts at Lambeth TRAs, but am finding it difficult.  Can 
you help?” 
A: (Cllr Amos)  “I’ll get you one for Prince’s Ward 
A: (Gerry Evans) “I can get you a work in progress one for the whole of Lambeth.  It won’t 
be perfect” 
A: (Cllr Amos and Cllr Holland) “You can have our lists!” 
 
Q5 (Malcolm Reading) “Homes for Lambeth just replicates the Housing Bill” 
A: (Cllr Amos) “I totally disagree.  It was set up with worthy intentions and you are putting a 
very negative, cynical twist on its motives.” 
 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Floral Ride presentation from Charlie Holland, Lambeth Cyclists 
See Annex E.  Charlie Holland gave a short presentation aimed at inspiring would-be 
Floral Riders to sign up for a Lambeth Cyclist parade at the Lambeth County Show for 
2016. 
 
First Saturday walks led by Michael Keane of the Vauxhall Society 
Michael Keane encouraged those present to join the First Saturday walk which the 
Vauxhall Society had organised for Sat 5 March. 
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Details of walks, including itineraries, meeting points and start times were available at 
www.vauxhallcivicsociety.org.uk 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9pm, thanking the speakers and the audience for their 
participation. 
 
Annex A - Registration  
 
Not everyone supplied their names but the list of those who did is below: 
 
 
Fiona Clark 
Liz Cook 
Jacob Lister 
Fraser Dyer 
Leighton Carr 
Alison Kennedy 
A Saroy 
Michael Keane 
Emily Elkington 
Harry Briggs 
Marilyn Evers 
Valerie D 
David Ogbonna 

Ron Hollis 
Michael Phillips 
Stephanie Reid 
Charlie Holland 
Brenda Kirson 
Selma R 
Rosie Love 
M Farriols 
Cllr Claire Holland 
Helen Monger 
Sara de Witt 
Edith Holtham 
Cllr David Amos 

Cllr Paul McGlone 
Phil Stanier 
Katie Hunter 
Malcolm Russell 
Rodney Ovenden 
Martin Osengor 
Thomas Wood 
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Annex B i – Each table’s response to ‘what existing groups/services/projects  
currently exist in this area for people in need?’  
 
Table 1: Vauxhall food bank, Friendship group for over-60s (St Anne’s & All Saints), 
Change Up (St Anselm) supported workspaces for people coming out of prison, drop-in 
facilities, Graham House Bondway (drugs/alcohol), hostels in Bondway/Parry Street, 
winter overnight accommodation scheme in certain churches 
 
Table 2: Age UK, SAIL (Safe & Independent Living), supported housing from Lambeth 
Council, top floor of Vauxhall School (SEN school), Vauxhall food bank, library, VGCC, 
gardening groups in Archbishop’s Park, Roots + Shoots, Secret Santa, TRAs for VGERTA 
and Wyvil Estate, Vauxhall City Farm 
 
Table 3: Black Prince Community Hub (affordable sport/leisure activity), hostels in 
Bondway (Graham House moving soon – general replacement by commercial 
organisations), St Luke’s Hostel, Robes Project (night shelter run by churches), food bank 
(Vauxhall, Waterloo), debt advice (St Mark’s, Oasis, Waterloo Action Centre), government 
money advice service (National Crime Agency), Under-5s children’s centres (Henry 
Fawcett, Vauxhall Primary), One o’clock clubs (Vauxhall Park, Oasis), Vauxhall City Farm 
(numerous community-orientated activities), Alford House (youth club), Bright Education 
Centre, intergenerational activities (Tate South Lambeth Library), English language 
classes at Tate South Lsmbeth Library, parent and toddler groups at TSL and Durning 
libraries and teen social club at TSL. 
 
Table 4: 53 community groups in in Prince’s Ward and 30 community services of 35,000 
residents.  [No groups listed] 
 
Table 5: Thames Reach/Graham House, St Mark’s Kennington for recovering alcoholics, 
St Anne’s & All Saints (alcoholics anonymous), All Nation’s Centre, Vauxhall City Farm 
(horse-riding for disabled), breakfast clubs in schools, Ashmole (older people), Tate South 
Lambeth library (blind persons), Oval (vulnerable children), tenants’ associations, libraries 
(after school), Lambeth day care, User Voice (ex-offenders), St Luke’s Hub, Van Gogh 
Café. 
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Annex B ii – Each table’s response to ‘what gaps in services/groups/projects do you 
think currently exist?  Who is not being supported?’  (Note: Table numbers given here 
correspond with table numbers in Annex Bi) 
 
Table 1: Facilities for young (black) people, homework groups, after school groups 
(especially for over 16s).  Looking for ?? in hard-to-reach places – schools, churches etc 
are obvious.  Identify social nexuses – leave leaflets in post offices and benefits offices, 
have information in the language of the target groups, mental health – often isolation, 
drop-in centres – Bishop’s site off Lambeth Walk.  Cross-walking between housing and 
mental health.  Access of non-English speakers to jobs.  Ensure that different support 
groups work together and coordinate efforts.  Language challenge of hard-to-reach 
communities.  Mental health. 
 
Table 2: People in community care in a crisis – need for help quickly.  Children with special 
needs need a place to play as excluded from school playground.  Difficulty in motivating 
the elderly to take part in activities.  Language barrier for some people – need to help.  
Replacement for any of the libraries that are closed – serve as an excellent centre for 
communication.  Even where services exist, do people know about them?  More rough 
sleepers around.  No support for young men 18-30. 
 
Table 3: unemployed (support to re-enter work), people with dyslexia, ADH, learning 
difficulties.  Lack of communications accessible and appropriate to people who need 
support.  Void created by conversion/closure of local libraries.  Lack of co-ordination of 
services already in existence.  More support needed for carers.  More centres needed for 
older people to end isolation.  People with mental health problems, those addicted to drugs 
and alcohol and those wanting to leave gangs and those with long-term health problems. 
 
Table 4: overcrowding and housing – vulnerable quality of housing, debt counselling 
(financial advice), healthcare, spiritual care.  What are key indicators for success?  Non-
web users, youth on estates, point of contact, communications 
 
Table 5: mentally ill/general disability/wheelchair users/learning disability, housing 
problems/homeless, coordination between groups – citizen’s advice, charity shops, local 
day centre for elderly, 50m swimming pool, local GPs, bereavement support 
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Annex Biii.  Flip chart summaries of workshop session 
 
Three pages summarising existing provision 
 
Mentally ill – Bishop’s Site, Lambeth Walk 
General disabilities – Joy of Sound, St Peter’s, Tate South Lambeth blind facilities 
Learning disabilities – Roots & Shoots 
Housing problems/homes – Light shelter, Robes project in churches 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
Charity Shops (Vassall Road, Tomorrow’s People) 
GP shortage 
Bereavement support 
Coordinating services 
Day centre for elderly – Fridays St Anne’s & All Saints 
Unemployed (6 months and more) 
Dyslexia, ADHD and all low level difficulties – need to identify and help 
Closure of local libraries 
Carers – support networtk – Lambeth Carers Hub 
Gangs – youth on estates 
Drugs and alchol 
Long-term health 
Playspace for SEN 
No support for young men 18-30 
Barriers: not having English as first language, encouraging elderly people to do activities 
Overcrowding 
Debt counselling: Oasis, St Mark’s, St Luke’s Hub, Money Champions, Christians against 
poverty 
Non-web users: silver surfers classes, digi-buddies, digital bazaars 
Central point of contact/info – maybe a new library at gasworks site? 
 
 
One page summarising gaps in provision 
 

1. Different groups coordinate services/central point of contact 
2. Language challenge for hard-to-reach groups 
3. Mental health – counselling and general support 
4. Private rented accommodation – reaching people with difficulties 
5. Human contact building communities 
6. Reaching people with multiple needs 
7. Homelessness/housing problems 
8. Isolated older people 
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Annex C Housing Bill presentation, Cllr David Amos 
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Annex D – Presentation by Ron Hollis, London Tenants’ Federation 
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Annex E – Charlie Holland, Lambeth Cyclists 
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